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Rain Garden Locations

By capturing clean rainwater from your roof, driveway and 
sidewalks and diverting it into a great looking rain garden where 
it can slowly soak into the ground, fi lter contaminants and 
keep quantities of clean water from going down the sewer 
system you’ll have a great looking garden that puts water in its place.

A rain garden can mimic the natural absorption and pollutant 
removal activities of a forest, or a meadow or a prairie and 
can absorb runo�  more e�  ciently, sometimes as much as 30% - 40% more than a 
standard lawn. Capturing rainwater in a rain garden, holding the water for a short time 
and then slowly releasing it into the soil can reduce the rush of a large storm – quickly, 
neatly and naturally.

A Crystal Bridges Trailhead
NE A Street
Bentonville, AR 

B Horsebarn Trailhead Park
Horsebarn Rd
Rogers, AR 

C St. Mary’s Center for Nonprofi ts
1200 W Walnut
Rogers, AR 

D Shaw Elementary School
4337 Grimsley Rd
Springdale, AR

E T.G. Smith Elementary School
3600 Falcon Rd
Springdale, AR

F Springdale Public Works
269 W Randall Wobbe Ln
Springdale, AR

Potential Rain Garden Native Plant Selections for 
Northwest Arkansas
Plant natives! Native perennial fl owers, grasses, and shrubs that prefer or tolerate moist soils should thrive in your garden. 
They’ll also entice butterfl ies, hummingbirds, and other nectar and berry feeders to visit. These local plants tend to be well-adapted to 
a range of regional temperature and moisture conditions and will fl ourish without chemical fertilizers and pesticides.

* Can be found in Fayetteville Rain Gardens B Butterfl y-Friendly H Butterfl y Host Plant

Perennials and Herbaceous Plants
Amsonia, Amsonia sp.
Bushy Aster, Aster dumosus
Heath Aster, Aster ericoides
New England Aster, Aster novae-anglia 
Beardtongue, Penstemon digitalis ‘Huskers Red’
Black-eyed Susan, Rudbeckia fulgida
Blazing Star, Liatris spicata ‘Kobod’
Narrowleaf Blue Star, Amsonia hubrictii
Cardinal Flower, Lobelia speciosa
Carolina Lovegrass, Eragrostis pectinacea
Catmint, Nepeta cataria ‘Walker’s Low’
Wild Columbine, Aquilegia canadensis 
Christmas Fern, Polystichum acrostichoides
Northern Maidenhair Fern, Adiantum Pedatum
Sensitive Fern, Onoclea sensibilis
Rough Goldenrod, Solidago rugosa
Hypericum, Hypericum profi fi cum 
Hyssop, Agastache rupestris 
Blue Flag Iris, Iris versicolor 
Jack-in-the-pulpit, Arisaema triphyllum 
Sweet Joe-Pye Weed, Eupatorium Purpureum
Milkweed, Asclepias 
Torrey’s Mountain Mint, Pycnanthemum Verticillatum Virginia 
Mountain Mint, Pycnanthemum Virginianum 
Obedient Plant, Physostegia virginiana 
Ornamental Grass, Miscanthus sinensis ‘Adagio’ and ‘Little Kittens’
Ponytail Grass, Stipa tenuissima 
Striped Rush, Baumea rebiginos ‘Variegata’
Russian Sage, Perovskia atriplicifolia 
Golden Tickseed, Coreopsis tinctoria

Shrubs and Vines
Butterfl y Bush, Buddleia davidii 
Red Chokeberry, Aronia arbutifolia 
Black Chokeberry, Aronia melanocarpa
Red Twig Dogwood, Cornus sericea
Elderberry, Sambucus canadensis 

Trees
Green Ash, Fraxinus pennsylvanica 
White Ash, Fraxinus americana 
Gray Birch, Betula populifolia 
River Birch, Betula nigra 
Blackgum, Nyssa sylvatica
Red Cedar, Juniperus virginiana 
Red-Panicled Dogwood, Cornus racemosa 
Elm, Ulmus glabra ‘Camperdownii’
American Hop Hornbeam, Ostrya virginiana 
Sweet Bay Magnolia, Magnolia virginiana 
Red Maple, Acer rubrum 
Pawpaw, Asimina spp. 
Pin Oak, Quercus palustris 
Red Oak, Quercus rubra 
Redbud, Cercis canadensis ‘Oklahoma’
Sassafras, Sassafras albidium 
Serviceberry, Amelanchier arborea 
American Sweetgum, Liquidambar styracifl ua 
Tupelo, Nyssa sylvatica 
Witch Hazel, Hammamelis virginiana 
Swamp White Oak, Quercus bicolor 
Dwarf Yaupon Holly, Ilex vomitoria ‘Nana’

Shrubs and Vines 
American Holly, Ilex opaca 
Winterberry Holly, Ilex verticillata
Trumpet Honeysuckle, Lonicera sempervirens 
Black Huckleberry, Gaylussacia baccata
Inkberry, Ilex glabra
Mountain Laurel, Kalmia latifolia 
Nannyberry, Viburnum lentago 
Sweet Pepperbush, Clethra alnifolia 
Northern Spicebush, Lindera benzoin
Bluebeard Spirea, Caryopteris x Clandonensis 
Shining Sumac, Rhus copallinum 
Virginia Creeper, Parthenocissus quinquefolia 
Prairie Willow, Salix humilis

Illinois River

Rain Gardens

G Murphy Park
501 S Pleasant St
Springdale, AR

H Butterfi eld Trail Elementary
3050 Old Missouri Rd
Fayetteville, AR

I Gulley Park
1850 E Township St
Fayetteville, AR 

J Leverett Elementary School
1124 W Cleveland St
Fayetteville, AR

K Wilson Park
675 Park Ave
Fayetteville, AR

L 7 Hills Supportive Housing
E Huntsville Rd
Fayetteville, AR 

M Happy Hollow 
Elementary School
300 S Ray Ave
Fayetteville, AR

N Walker Park
10 W 15th St
Fayetteville, AR 

O Siloam Springs Public 
Library
401 W University
Siloam Springs, AR 
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to Farmington, Prairie Grove, Lincoln

Bentonville, AR
1. Benton County Boys  and Girls Club
2. Benton County Planning & Environmental
3. Bentonville Public Library
4. Benton County Road Dept.
5. Benton County Solid Waste Dept.
6. Compton Gardens
7. Crystal Bridges/ “A” St. Trailhead

Rogers, AR
8. Downtown Rogers
9. Horsebarn Trailhead
10. Murphy Dog Park
11. Northwest Arkansas Community College
12. St. Mary’s Center for Non-Profits

Cave Springs, AR
13. Community Building
14. IRWP Watershed Sanctuary

Siloam Springs, AR
15. White Water Recreation Park
16. John Brown University
17. Public Library

Springdale, AR
18. Bernice Young Elementary
19. Botanical Gardens of the Ozarks
20. Helen Tyson Middle School
21. Murphy Park
22. Shaw Elementary
23. Springdale Airport
24. Springdale Public Works
25. T.G. Smith Elementary
26. Walker Elementary
27. Westwood Elementary 

Fayetteville, AR
28. Butterfield Trail Elementary
29. Gulley Park
30. Holt Middle School
31. Leverett Elementary
32. Sunshine House Pre-K
33.Tri-cycle Farms
34. Trinity United Methodist Church
35. Unity Church
36. Westside Water Treatment Plant
37. Wilson Park

Farmington, AR
38. Randall G. Lynch Middle School

Prairie Grove, AR
39. Senior Center

Lincoln, AR
40. Lincoln Elementary
41. Lincoln High School

Rain Garden Project Locations

Shaw Elementary, Springdale, AR 

Green Infrastructure
Tour 

Illinois River Watershed Partnership

Illinois River Watershed Partnership
www.irwp.org

contact@irwp.org

Green infrastructure is an approach that communities can choose to maintain healthy waters, provide multiple 
environmental benefits and support sustainable communities. Unlike single-purpose gray stormwater infrastruc-
ture, which uses pipes to dispose of rainwater, green infrastructure uses vegetation and soil to manage rainwater 
where it falls. Examples of green infrastructure include rain gardens, bioswales, pervious paving, tree wells and 
vegetated walls, to name a few. Refer to the back to see more on green infrastructure. 

By weaving natural processes into the built environment, green infrastructure provides not only stormwater 
management, but also flood mitigation, air quality management, and much more. (US. EPA)

Thanks to our non-point source grant funding, provided by Arkansas Natural Resources Commission, and 
matching funds provided by our partners and sponsors, we are working to implement green infrastructure along 
the Razorback Regional Greenway in the Illinois River Watershed. Find a location near you to see first-hand how 
these projects capture rain, filter and clean pollutants and provide many benefits to our communities! 

What is Green Infrastructure?What is a Rain Garden?
Rain gardens are a type of green infrastructure - a landscape with a 
purpose. They are bowl-shaped landscapes that are meant to capture, 
not hold, rain for 24-48 hours, eliminating the possibility for mosqui-
toes. 

They capture rain and let is slowly soak into the ground, reducing the 
amount of runoff that comes from our properties. They come in all 
shapes and sizes and are versatile. Native plants work best as they are 
adapted to our region, attract and offer benefits to wildlife, and root 
systems of native plants help water infiltrate into the ground. 

There are many rain gardens in our area, go check one out!

Green Infrastructure Project Locations
Bentonville, AR
Scott Family Amazeum

Rogers, AR
Mercy Trailhead

Springdale, AR
Lake Springdale Trailhead

Fayetteville, AR
Gordon Long Park Trailhead

Johnson, AR
Carol E. Van Scyoc Trailhead

Gentry, AR
Arvest Bank

To be completed Summer 2015

Completed Spring 2014

To be completed Summer 2015

To be completed Fall 2015

To be completed Spring 2015

Completed Spring 2015

Rogers Mercy Trailhead 
Award-winning, green infrastructure design 
incorporates a bioswale, pervious pathway, 
native plants and trees, and riparian 
enhancement along a tributary to Osage 
Creek. 
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The Illinois River Watershed Partnership works with Cities, Counties, Schools and Public Facilities to 
implement Green Infrastructure demonstration projects to educate and train stakeholders on 
improving and protecting the Illinois River Watershed. 



Green Infrastructure includes: 
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Rain Gardens Bioswales Pervious Pathways

Vegetated Walls Tree Wells Water Harvesting

Phosphorus Removal 
Structure Riparian Buffers Green Roofs

Watershed Words 
Watershed - Area of land that drains rainfall to a river, lake or stream. The Illinois River Watershed is 1.1 million acres! 

Rain Garden - A landscape depression that captures water and allows it to slowly soak into the ground, where it belongs. 

Bioswale - A landscape feature that channels water from one point to another, and uses native vegetation to filter and clean water.

Native Plants - Plants that are adapted to our region, that attract and benefit local wildlife, and require little maintenance once established. 

Pervious - A surface that allows water to move through it. Example) Land is pervious, rooftops and driveways are impervious. 

Riparian Buffer - A strip of land next to a waterway that relies on vegetation such as trees, shrubs and grasses to protect the river & banks. 

Phosphorus - A nutrient required in all living, biological systems, but if too much is present, can cause imbalances in ecosystems. 

Thanks to our partners & sponsors 
who make good things happen!

The Illinois River Watershed Partnership was formed in 
2005 and is a nonprofit that works with and represents all 
stakeholders within the Illinois River Watershed, including 
Agriculture, Business, Conservation, Construction, 
Government and the Technical Education & Research 
Fields. 

Through public education and outreach, conservation and 
restoration projects and water quality monitoring, we work 
to improve the integrity and quality of the Illinois River. 

Illinois River Watershed Learning Center & Sanctuary
221 S. Main St. Cave Springs, Ark

Website: www.irwp.org
Blog: Upstreammatters.com

Email: contact@irwp.org


